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Children And The Family As A Whole
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ENEMIES OF THE FAMILY
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MEMORY VERSE
"Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour."
--I Pet. 5:8
In his book THE BATTLE FOR THE FAMILY, Tim LaHaye discusses "the fifteen enemies of the fam​ily" which he believes are eroding away at the very foundations of our home lives in America today.    These fifteen forces of evil are humanism, big government, public schools, television, media, feminism, materialism, urbanization, easy div​orce, women in the work force, pornography, drugs, rock music, homo​sexuality, and ignorance of family life principles.    Time and space limits our discussion of all fifteen, so we will look at five which we believe to be of a particular threat to the people of God.    Some of the others will be covered as they relate to other lessons.  Since the home is of divine origin, the devil will do everything he can to weaken and destroy it.
Point 1 - FAMILY ENEMY NUMBER ONE: HUMANISM
1. Humanism is a man centered religion that believes man can solve his own problems independent of God. Humanism says, "no deity will save us, we must save ourselves."
2. The Bible says, "The. way of man is not in himself: it is not in man that walketh to direct his steps" (Jer. 10:23). We are further taught to cast our cares upon the Lord (I Pet. 5:7) because Jesus is "the way, the truth and the life." (John 14:6).
3. Humanism is so dangerous because its tentacles, like an octopus, extend from power centers like the government, pub​lic schools and the media, all of which impact and influence our thinking and actions.
4. We must teach our children to depend upon God, not man; and the Bible, not human wisdom or philosophy.
Point 2 - TV: THE ELECTRONIC TRANQUILIZER
1. While it may seem like TV has always been with us, it is very young compared to the human race. However, people act as if they can't get along without it. We watch it and are influenced by it. Like many things TV is not bad in and of itself, but what is shown on it is often bad. Materialism, pornography, fornication, adultery, homosexuality, feminism, as well as cursing and swearing are often shown on TV and even glorified.
2. Read Philippians 4:8. Do the things we watch on
TV appeal to the right things to think about or the wrong things?
3. "Abstain from every form of evil" (I Thess. 5:22)
is a command that may often be applied to television viewing. Sin
is sin regardless of the form or medium in which it appears.
Point 3 – MATERIALISM - THE GOD OF OUR GENERATION
1.
Indeed many have fallen down at the feet of the god of mammon. Christians, however, cannot serve two masters (Matt. 6:24).
2. Materialism is the hungering and thirsting for things of this world and seeking to satisfy one's needs through working for and obtaining material possessions.
3. This attitude pulls the family apart. We need to learn that "godliness with contentment is great gain" (ITim.6:12), and that "a man’s life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesses" (Luke 12:15)
4. Often through greed, covetousness, and materialism, fathers have no time for their families, wives are forced into the market place and children are taught the importance of things, not values
Point 4 – feminism - blurring god/s sex distinction
1. The feminist movement in America has been around a long time, but is gaining in popularity and in its effect on society and the church.  Feminists deny the differences of roles that God placed upon men and women.
2.  Man has authority over woman (I Cor 11:8-9), and a wife is to be in subjection to her husband (Gen 3:16). She is re​ferred to as the "weaker vessel" (I Pet 3:7) and told to be quiet in the public assembly (I Cor 14:34). God directed that she "guide the house" (I Tim 5:14) and be a "keeper at home" (Titus 2:4).
3.  Is woman inferior to man? NO! But she has a dif​ferent role in God's plan.  Feminism undermines that role.
Point 5 - IGNORANCE OF FAMILY LIFE PRINCIPLES
1. "My people are destroyed for a lack of knowledge" cried the prophet in the long ago (Hos 4:6). Lack of knowledge in the area of family life will also destroy our homes.
2. The Bible regulates every area of our lives and the home is no exception. In it we learn our roles, right and responsibilities. We learn how to treat one another and correct our sins.
3. Of course, we have to search for the answers. The
Bible is not indexed with a section entitled "family life." Thus,
there is value in reading good books, listening to tapes, watching
videos and attending seminars and classes that are Bible based.
REACHING SOME CONCLUSIONS
1. Why is Humanism such a serious threat to family life?
2. Look in this week's TV paper and look for possible shows that might not be good viewing for Christians.  List them and tell what principles they violate.
3. What is materialism and why is it a threat to the family?

4. What are some signs of the feminist attitude at work in today's society?

5. What can we do to be more knowledgeable about family life?
The 23rd Channel
The TV is my Shepherd, I shall not want.
It makes me to lie down on the sofa.
It leads me away from the scriptures.
It destroys my soul.
It leads me in the paths of sex and violence,
For the sponsor's sake.
Yea, though I walk in the shadow of my Christian responsibilities,
There will be no interruptions; For the TV is with me,
It's cable and it's remote control, they comfort me.
It prepares a commercial before me in the
Presence of worldliness,
It anoints my head with Humanism,
My coveting runneth over.
Surely, laziness and ignorance shall follow
Me all the Days of My Life; and
I shall dwell in the house watching
Read Matthew 6:21; Proverbs 4:23; 23:7
T.V. forever!!
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CHRIST IN THE HOME
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MEMORY VERSE
"Seek ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousness and all these things shall be added unto you."
--Matt. 6:33

From the book GOOD HOMES IN A WICKED WORLD, Irven Lee wrote, "We do live in a skept​ical, vulgar world, but this age has no monopoly on skepticism and vulgarity...It was possible in the days the New Testa​ment was being written to bring up young men like Timothy and Titus. It is possible now.    It is being done...It is a matter of training, environ​ment, care and concern...It is very important that we all have a proper sense of values.    Spiritual things which will endure have far more value than material things which soon perish, and when we learn that one les​son, other things will fall into place."    Making Christ the center of our homes, the head of each family and seeking to instill His principles into our family lives must be our number one priority.
Point 1 - THE EXAMPLE OF JESUS IN HIS HOME
1. Though little is known of the early life of Jesus,
we do see him at age 12 when he was separated from his parents at the
Passover in Jerusalem. In Luke 2:41-50 we gain some insight into his
attitude toward the home. He realized that he must be about his
father's business. We, too, must learn this same lesson.
2. Yet, Jesus was able to accept his responsibilities
in the family and be subject to his parents. A good lesson is learned
here. You cannot be pleasing to Jesus and disobey your parents; nor
can husbands and wives fail in their family duties and please Him.
3. Even on the cross Jesus shows concern for the care
of his mother (John 19:26-27). So, it is evident that family duties
and spiritual duties do not conflict. In fact, they should compli​ment each other.
Point 2 - PUT OFF THE OLD AND PUT ON THE NEW
1. Christians are urged by Paul in Ephesians to walk in a manner worthy of their Christian calling (4:1), not as the un​godly Gentiles walked (4:17), but to walk in love (5:1), as children of light (5:8), in a careful manner (5:15).
2. This walk has its practical application in the family life. Someone has said that "the family circle is the supreme conductor of Christianity." Surely, if Christianity works anywhere, it ought to work in the home.
3. Having Christ in our homes involves putting off the things of the old man (Eph. 4:17-31) and putting on the new man (Eph. 4:32; Gal. 5:22-23). The application of these principles not only glorifies Christ, but serves as a shining example to the world what Christianity is all about and makes for a happier home.
Point 3 - FAMILY WORSHIP
1. Worship is not something we only do at the services of the church. We render unto God spiritual service in our every- day lives (Rom.12:1-2). Surely, this includes the home. 
2. Family prayer at meal times and other special occasions reminds -us of the presence of Christ in our homes. 
3. Structured family devotions are one way to create an atmosphere of spirituality in the home.
4. Unplanned times where Bible principles are dis​cussed and applied in every day, family life situations may be the most effective of all.
5. There are many helps available today to increase our spirituality — tapes, videos, books, periodicals, etc.
Point 4 - THE FAMILY AND PUBLIC WORSHIP
1. Sometimes we hear of fathers who think that spend​ing a Sunday at the park or on the lake relaxing with his family is more important than attending worship services. He is mistaken.
2. By example we learn that Christians are to as​semble on the first day of the week (Acts 20:7) to remember the death of our Lord. In such an assembling we "provoke one another to love, and good works" (Heb. 10:24). When we fail to participate in the public worship, we are not only robbing God, but we are robbing ourselves and our children of the spiritual nourishment we all need. Plus we set before them a poor example of priorities.
Point 5 - COPING WITH CONFLICTS WITH CHRIST'S STRENGTH.
1. Family conflicts are a part of life. However, the
family that exalts Christ in the home has the resources available to
overcome any problem that may present itself (Phil. 4:13).
2. In Ron Willingham's Family series, he gave a four
step pattern to solving problems: (1) Decide what the problem is;
(2) Find the cause of it; (3) Select as many possible solutions as
you can think of; (4) Select the most probable and try it. If that
doesn't work, go to the next one until you've found the solution.
3. To solve a sin problem: (1) Admit the sin; (2)
Confess it to God; (3) Determine to change; (4) Confess it to your
family; (5) Bring forth fruit in keeping with repentance.
REACHING SOME CONCLUSIONS
1. What do we learn about Jesus' attitude toward spiritual responsibilities at age twelve?

2. What principles regulate our actions in the home?
3. Think of some specific ways we render "spiritual worship" in our homes?
4. How important is it for the family to attend the public worship services together?
5. How can Christ help us overcome conflicts in the home?
FAMILY COMMUNICATION
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memory verse
"Let your speech be always with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may know how to answer every man."
--Col. 4:6
Is communication in the family as old fashioned and out dated as this front porch scene?    We hope not, because "communication is to love what blood [is to the body.    When communication stops, love 'begins to die."    (Paul Faulkner)    That communic​ation or the lack thereof is a problem in the home is evidenced by the fact that almost every survey on marriage problems ranks breakdown in commun​ication as the number one problem in the family. Dr. David Mace says, "poor communication is the main problem in 86% of all troubled marriages."  It is evident that family communication is a very important topic.  Let us learn and apply the principles in this lesson.
Point 1 - WE MUST LEARN TO LISTEN TO ONE ANOTHER
1. Too often we fail to really listen to the other
person and especially those in our own families. To listen, we must
remove some distractions. Turn off the television, radio and stereo.
Put down the newspaper and 1 i s t e n to the other person.

2. "Be quick to listen, slow to speak..." (Jas. 1:19)

3. The wise man warned, "He that answereth a matter before he heareth it, it is a folly and shame unto him." (Prov. 18:13).

4. Jay E. Adams said, "A sound husband and wife rela​tionship is impossible apart from good communication. A healthy re​lationship between parents and children depends on such communication.

5. This begins with listening. Hearing and listening are not the same thing. Be a good listener. Learn to listen to what is not being said, as well as what is said.

Point 2 - REMOVE THE BEAM FROM YOUR OWN EYE
1. Each person within the family must be willing to first look within himself before accusing others or excusing self.

2. "Judge, not that ye be not judged" is a good rule of communication within the family (Matt. 7:1-5).

3. I think we need to apply James 5:16 at home. Often a person come forward at a church service and confesses a sin that would be better confessed in the family circle.

4. When problems arise within the family, work to attack the problem, not the person. By doing so lines of communication are left open and the problem can be solved. Failure to do so, may result in harsh words, hard feelings, and even severed family relationships.

Point 3 - ALWAYS SPEAK THE TRUTH.
1. The apostle Paul exhorted, "Wherefore, putting away lying, speak every man truth with his neighbor" (Eph. 4:25). The practical application to the principles of Ephesians 4:17-5:20 are seen in the family relationship discussed in Ephesians 5:21-6:4.
2. Lying is a sin. God hates it (Prov. 6:16f). And it can cause one to lose his soul (Rev. 21:8). Yet, lying is often look​ed at rather casually in today's society and even in the home.

3. Lying damages relationships, breaks trust, arouses suspicion, creates resentment and gives birth to hostility.

4. It has been said that the truth hurts, but no matter how much it may hurt a lie hurts even worse.

Point 4 - BE ANGRY AND SIN NOT. 

1. There is such a thing as righteous anger. God is angry every day (Psalm 7:11). Jesus was angry at the money changers in the temple (John 2:17). Certainly sin should make us angry, 
2. However, in our anger we should not sin in word or in deed.  There are two wrong ways people handle anger:

a. Blowing up. Some psychologists say this is good. Just let the feather fly!  Let it all hang out! Get it off your chest! However, this is contrary to God's way (Prov. 25:28; 29:11; 22)

b.
Clamming up. The other extreme is holding the anger inside and fuming. This can lead to bitterness (Col. 3:19) Also love does not keep account of evil(I Cor 13:5)
Point 5 - ELIMINATE ALL CORRUPT SPEECH
1. "Corrupt communication" in Ephesians 4:29 means that which is rotten, putrid, defiling and injurious. But it also refers to any speech that is not wholesome, uplifting and edifying.

2. Unfortunately we can say the most cutting, cruel, and unkind things to a spouse, child or parent. Corrupt language hinders the communication process and can bring it to a stand still.

3. It is not only what we say that can be hurtful, but how we say it. People have been killed for saying the wrong thing! (Prov. 18:21)

REACHING SOME CONCLUSIONS
1. What are some barriers to really listening to other family members?
2. Should parents ever confess faults to their children?

3. It is said, "The truth hurts."  Is it better to lie than to hurt a family member with the truth?
4.
What are some sins that uncontrolled anger can lead to?
5. How big a problem is corrupt speech in our society to​day?  What effect does it have on family members?
HOW TO SHOW LOVE IN THE FAMILY
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MEMORY VERSE
"Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience."
--Col.   3:12   (NIV)
People come to me every day voicing what seems at first glance to be a confusing myriad of problems:  "We don't enjoy going out anymore1; 'all we do are-the same old things'; 'I can't find anyone who loves me'...Gradually I have come to realize that such complaints are not the problem but they are symptoms, symptoms of an underlying cultural weakness now so common as to be perhaps the issue of our time: the need to learn how to love."  (Edward E. Ford, Christian counselor) In this lesson we want to study   about .com​municating love, especially in non-verbal ways.  Communicating involves the expression of your face, gestures, body movement, the things you laugh or don't laugh at and things you do or don't do.
Point 1 – WHAT IS LOVE?
1. "Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs, love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. Love never fails" (I Cor 13:4-8, NIV)
2. This is the (agape) love of the mind and will of man which acts in the very best interest of another.

3. The 15 traits of love mentioned in the above passage are more than just lofty ideals; they are principles by which we need to act within the family circle.

4.
Think of how you can apply these in your family. Re​
member communicating love is more than a verbal message.
Point 2 - For Husbands: Communicate Love To Your Wife
1. "I love you"; "I need you"; and "I appreciate you" are obvious verbal ways to communicate love to your wife. Husbands, your wife wants to hear these words. Paul Faulkner says, "Marriage quickly reveals that women are not like men. They don't look like men; they don't act like men; and they don't think like men. Hus​bands often fail to recognize these differences.
2. Express your love non-verbally in these ways: help with the housework sometime, send her a card, buy a gift or a rose when it is not a special occasion, and take them out when they don't ex​pect it. Don't forget those special dates: her birthday, your an​niversary, valentine's day, etc.

3. Remember that with most women, "little things mean a lot." Show her that you care, remember, feel and want to share,
Point 3 - FOR WIVES: COMMUNICATE LOVE TO YOUR HUSBAND
1. Men also like to hear their wives say, "I love "I need you"; "I appreciate you": and "I'm so proud of you."

2.  But there are so many ways to say, "I love you": A fond glance, a tender or playful touch in an appropriate spot, a thoughtful gift, listening with genuine interest, a note in his brief case or lunch box, a word of sympathy or support, a sly wink, pre​paring his favorite dish or meal, a phone call in the middle of the day, watching a ball game with him or leaving him alone when he watches a bal1 game.

3.  Whether we believe it or not we are communicating in a non-verbal way. Let's find practical, positive ways to "be kind and compassionate to one another" (Eph. 4:32, NIV)

Point 4 - FOR PARENTS: COMMUNICATE LOVE TO YOUR CHILDREN
1. Some parents think that communicating love is just handing out money, buying things or handing over the car keys.
2. A 15 year old girl expressed this need in an essay saying, "I had a rotten day at school and all I want is a little bit of their time, maybe just a simple hug would do. But my parents both work and by the time they get home they are usually tired and just want to be left alone. So I went to see my boyfriend..."

3. Parents tell your children you love them, praise them more than you criticize them and hug them. Play with them. Watch something special on TV or video. Go to their school activities. Take time to be with them.

Point 5 - FOR CHILDREN: COMMUNICATE LOVE TO YOUR PARENTS
1. Young people it will help you a lot not to always be on the receiving end of your parents love and goodness. They need to hear that you love and appreciate them. Say "thank you" for the things they do for you.

2. When your mother is extra busy or sick, help with the meals or housework. Always be willing to do not only what they ask of you, but a little more than is expected. Write a letter of appreciation for all your parents do or make them something special.

3. Remember "Mother's Day" and "Father's Day" and birthdays and other special times.

REACHING SOME CONCLUSIONS
1.
How important are feelings?  How does the Bible address itself to feelings as they involve relationships to others?
2. What kind of love is commanded of husbands and wives?

3. Look up the word "love" in the dictionary.

4. Think of some additional non-verbal ways in which we communicate love in the family.
5.
What do the following verses indicate about non-verbal communication?  Gen. 3:7-10; 4:5-6; 32:6-7; 37:3; 39:4
PLANNING FAMILY ACTIVITES
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MEMORY VERSE
"And whatsoever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by Him"
--Col. 3:17
"All work and no play makes Jack a dull boy" is a maxim that can be applied to the family. Carl Brecheen says, "Dullness captivates the marriage that does not try new things: different foods, eating places, wallpaper, carpet, paint, ideas, jokes, books, magazines.  Every time you see a happy vibrant marriage, chances are they are growing through trying new things toget​her, learning new things, talking about new ideas, and experimenting.  God gave us creativity and expects us to use it."  Dr. Brecheen's statements can well be applied to the entire family in terms of activities, recreation or just doing something together.  In this lesson we want to look at some Bible principles that regulate family activities.  And we want to make a practical application of these principles to our family lives.

Point 1 - WE MUST MAKE TIME FOR 0UR FAMILIES
1. God gives us time and expects us to use it wisely (Eph. 5:15-16). Good use of time actually involves the principle of stewardship (I Cor. 4:1)
2. It takes time to look to the ways of your house​hold (Prov. 31:26). Husbands and wives need to take time for each other and for their children.  How can we teach and train our child​ren if we are never with them? How can we show love and affection toward our wives, if we are never home with them?
3.
We need quality time, not just a quantity of time with our families. Time spent where there is a sense of emotional presence and a shared interest without interruptions.
4.
What we do with our time depends upon our values and priorities. If they are right, our time will be well spent.
Point 2 - THE VALUE IN OUR FAMILY ACTIVITIES
1. Many lessons of life that have a spiritual applic​ation can be learned through various forms of family activities.
2. Respect for other people's interest (Matt. 7:12), cooperation, team work, oneness, and unity are good traits learned from various forms of recreation (Phil. 2:1-4).

3. We may learn how to properly glorify God in our bodies (I Cor 6:19-20), as well as fair play, sportsmanship and basic honesty in personal relationships (Rom. 12:17)

4. Various activities help us understand that everyone has different talents and abilities, but that each person is important (I Cor 12:14-31).

5. Developing a bond of family affection will be the result of doing things together (Col. 3:17-21).

Point 3 - SOME PRINCIPLES REGARDING FAMILY ACTIVITIES
1. They come under the provision of the home. Eating and drinking and recreational activities are not a part of the work of the church; they belong in the home.  (ICor.11:22; I Tim. 5:8)
2. Family functions should not be put before the Lord (Matt. 6:33).

3. They should not appeal to the lewd, lascivious or sensual (Gal. 5:19-21) Many activities today appeal to the indecent and base things of life. This is one of the dangers of dancing be​tween unmarried people or with another person's mate.

4. The activity should not cause me to think on wrong things (Phil. 4:8). Much of what is on television and movies today direct our thoughts upon impurity, dishonesty untruthfulness, etc.

Point 4 - MORE PRINCIPLES REGARDING FAMILY ACTIVITIES
1. The activity should not place me or my family in an unequal yoke with unbelievers (2 Cor. 6:14-20) that would cause me to sin or compromise Bible principles.

2. No form of recreation should hinder my example or influence in the world (Matt. 5:13-16).

3. The activity should not cause others to stumble, violate their conscience and thus sin (I Cor 8:13).

4. I need to practice good stewardship and not do things that I cannot afford (I Cor 4:1)

5. Does this activity build us up as a family and en​rich us mentally, physically, emotionally, socially or spiritually?
Point 5 - SETTING FAMILY GOALS
1. Ron Willingham says, "God designed us to be goal setters—to function best when we're pressing forward to reach a goal. Also, it's very interesting to learn that we each have a God-given, goal striving mechanism within us."

2. This is in harmony with Bible teaching. Paul speaks of the great goal to which he was pressing (Phil. 3:13-14); the men of faith in Hebrews 11 all had goals; even authors of Bible books had goals for their readers (3 John 2; Luke 1:3-4)

3. You need to set some personal goals, spiritual goals and family goals.

REACHING SOME CONCLUSIONS
1.
Why is recreation the responsibility of the home and not the church?
2.
How does stewardship of my time affect my choices of family activities?
3. What value is there in "fun and games" in the family? What are some activities that are right within themselves, but due to certain situations could become wrong?
4.  How important is goal setting within the family?    Why?
DUTIES OF GODLY PARENTS
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MEMORY VERSE
"And you fathers, do not provoke your children to wrath, but bring them up in the training and admonition of the Lord."

—Eph.  6:4
James R. Cope, who is a gospel preacher, lecturer on "Solving Family Problems", and past president of Florida College, once wrote:  "Children do not ask to be born, nor do they choose their parents.    This should sober every potential parent to weigh prayerfully his or her responsibilities toward innocent and helpless offspring whose lives will be indelibly marked by parental attitudes to​ward those whom they beget and bear.  Christians deliberately choose definite and peculiar duties when they become parents.  Young Christians who contemplate marriage need to realize that parenthood necessarily brings obligations of the profoundest nature and degree."  If this sounds rather sobering, then take it to heart.  In this lesson we raise the quest​ion:    What are the duties of godly parents?
Point 1 - TO DEVELOP THE WHOLE PERSON
1.
When Jesus was a boy he "increased in wisdom and stature and in favor with God and man" (Luke 2:52). These four things are involved in the growth of the total person: Mental, physical, social and spiritual.
2. Children need a good education that can be used in service to both God and man. This involves a proper mental attitude as well (Prov. 23:7). Since our bodies belong to God, children need to learn to take care of themselves (I Cor 6:19-20). Man is a social being; thus, the Bible deals with personal relationships (Rom 12:10-21) 
3. All of these things are important, but underlying
the development of the whole person should be a respect for God, the
will of God and the development of a relationship with God in one's
youth (Eccl. 12:1).

Point 2 - To Discipline And Instruct Them In The Lord
1. Admonition or instruction is "training by word, whether of encouragement, or, if necessary, by reproof. Discipline or nurture "primarily denotes the training of children...including instruction, correction or chastening" (Eph. 6:4, W.E. Vine) Such instruction is to be "in the Lord." That is, in harmony with the teaching of the Lord and the principles of the Word of God.
2. Deuteronomy 6:5-9 is an excellent guide on how to teach our children.

3. This God-given responsibility cannot be transferred to someone else. While we may use the aid of schools, Bible classes, camps, colleges, etc., it is the responsibility of parents to teach, train, discipline and instruct their own children.

Point 3 - To Apply Correction
1. "Foolishness is bound in the heart of a child; but the rod of correction will drive it far from him" (Prov.22:15).  There is no doubt that God's Book teaches discipline with "the rod." When it is done in the right way for the right reason, it works.

2. Other forms of correction may involve the losing of certain privileges. When possible it is important to make the pun​ishment fit the crime as closely as possible.

3. The two biggest mistakes by parents is either under-discipline or over-discipline. On the one hand a child is allowed to "get away with murder", and on the other "he is murdered for doing nothing." Parents must learn what issues are important and then hon​estly deal with them. Also consider: Prov. 23:13-14; 19:18; 22:6

Point 4 - To Avoid...
1. Injustice. Children have an innate sense of fair​ ness. A failure to be fair can discourage the child (Col. 3:21).

2. Indulgence. Like Eli of old it is easy to allow children "to run wild." Giving a child everything he wants often leads to selfishness and a lack of discipline on the part of the child (I Sam. 2:22; 3:11-14).

3. Partiality. Jacob made that mistake in his family and lived to regret it (Gen. 37:3-4). It led to jealousy.

4. Inconsistency. Like the Pharisees of old, too many parents are often inconsistent in dealing with their children (Matt 23:1-3). This is discouraging to a child.

Point 5 - TO LOVE YOUR CHILDREN
1. Indeed "children are an heritage of the Lord" (Psa. 127:3-4) and we need to love them as such. The younger women are to be taught "to love, their children" (Titus 2:4). We're seeing in our day some mothers, as well as fathers, that lack natural affection (2 Tim. 3:3; Rom. 1:31).
2. Love is the one principle that under-girds and guides all the other principles in teaching and training our children.

3. A good example is the father of the prodigal son in Luke 15. When the son returned the father didn't run out and say, "I knew you would get into trouble." Rather, he received him with love and accepted him home as a son.

REACHING SOME CONCLUSIONS
1. According to Luke 2:52, what are the four ways in which Jesus grew? Give an example of each area as it applies to children today.

2.
What are some specific ways we may discipline and instruct our children?

3.
What is the purpose of correction?

4. What are some common mistakes parents make   in raising their children?

5. What should be our attitude toward our children?

Specific Bible Teachings On Raising Children
1. Talk to them about God constantly: in the house, in the car, morning, noon, and night...Place Spiritual messages in front of them. Deut. 6:1-9
2. Love them enough to discipline them: do not spare the rod. Prov 13:24; 19:18; 22:15; 23:13-14; 29:17
3. Teach them to work. Prov 18:9; 6:6
4. Do not allow "sass" or "backtalk." Cursing parents is a major offense. Prov 20:20
5. Train Children while they are young. Providing room and board, along with taxi-service to little league is not "training." Prov 22:6; Eccl 12:1
6. Do not leave the children by themselves. Television, video games and music will teach someone else's values—not yours! Prov 29:15
7. Do not pamper children when they are young. If you do you will be sorry! Prov 29:21
8. Don't exasperate your children, rather train and instruct them in the Lord's way as they grow up. Eph 6:4
Dr. Joe Brumfield (Fall 1997)
Commandments For Parents       - Dr. Joe Brumfield
1. Say what you mean and mean what you say:
• Shoot straight with your words and feelings.
• Your children deserve to know how to play your game.
2. Always tell the truth:
•Tell the truth even if. you think or know it will hurt the child.
• You expect them to tell you the truth.
3. Act out what you say:
• Do not tell them one thing and then have another set of rules for yourself.
• Be the example.
4. Communicate:
• Most family problems are caused by something unsaid, assumed or not thoroughly discussed.
• Misunderstandings usually come from poor communication and the lack of facts.
5. Apologize:
• Parents are not perfect.
• Never fail to admit your faults and shortcomings. Admit you errors.
• If you are guilty of misjudging, apologize.
• If you wrongly accuse, ask forgiveness.
6. Consult your children:
• Children have a lot more sense and depth than you give them credit for having. Seek their ideas. Ask for their opinions.
• Be proud when they demonstrate to you their love and understanding.
7. Discipline only in love:
• Never discipline in anger.
• If you threaten to punish and do not, you have only accomplished frustration.
• Consider and think about discipline before acting. The offender might be doing something you did not realize you taught him.
8. Love the other parent:
• One of the greatest gifts that parents can give their children is to show and understanding for one another.
• Children learn what real love is from what they feel and witness from you.
9. Have faith in your children:
• Give them some latitude, if you show them you trust them, they will respond by being trustworthy.
• If you have faith in them they will have faith in you.
10. Always keep your promises:
• Never promise anything you can not or do not intend to fulfill.
• If circumstances make it impossible for you to keep a promise, then talk it out and explain the reason thoroughly.
WHY SOME YOUNG PEOPLE LEAVE THE CHURCH
1. They aren't in love with Jesus.
2. They are in love with the world.
3. Christianity doesn't seem to work for them.
4. Christianity seems boring.
5. They do not understand how much God love's them.
6. Eternal things do not seem urgent right now.
7. Following Jesus is not popular.
8. Christianity doesn't seem to answer the problems and questions that they have.
9. They do not know what is at stake.
10. They do not perceive the reality of the unseen world.
11. Media influence and worship
12. Poor role modeling from parents
13. Not feeling a part—not owning the church
14. Kids don't perceive parents faith as genuine
15. Parents seem to be trying to earn way to heaven
Top Ten predictors of adolescent spirituality
1. The practice of spiritual disciplines (Prayer, Bible reading...)

2. A positive view of God
3. Family spirituality
4. Sexual involvement (sexual purity)
5. Substance abuse (abstinence)
6. Family communication
7. Church attendance
8. Youth group involvement
9. Congregational style (is the congregation cold and rigid, or a place of love and joy?)
10. Age (16 & 18 in particular are decisive times for teens)
Top Ten Childhood Difficulties
1. Death of a family member or close friend.
2. Parental Divorce and subsequent remarriage
3. Father's alcohol use and abuse
4. Serious personal injury or illness
5. Parental abuse, whether physical, emotional, or sexual
6. Drug abuse by an older sibling
7. Poverty, mainly due to failed marriages
8. Emotional illness of a family member
9. Sexual acting out of an older sibling
10. Under-involvement of father
BUILDING STRONG FAMILIES
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MEMORY VERSE
"”Finally, be strong in the Lord and in His mighty power.  Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes.”
—Eph.  6:10-11 (NIV)
The building of a strong family is no more an ac​cident than the building of a house.  It takes a blueprint, someone in charge of the project, materials and workers.  In the family, we have God's blue​print, the Bible, with the husband leading the way and the wife and children working together.    In this final lesson, we want to study six building blocks for building a strong family.  These six characteristics are the results of years of study by Dr. Nick Stinnet, former chairman of the department of Human development and the Family at the University of Nebraska and now at Pepperdine University, and his colleagues.  What is interesting is that the principles presented have already been revealed in God's Word.  Family researchers are finding out that the Bible is the best handbook available for building strong families.
Point 1 - Strong Families Practice Appreciation
1. "The need to be appreciated is one of the most basic of human needs...and one of the most important qualities found in strong families. These family members build each other up psychologically and make each other feel good about him or herself."
2. Isn't this a practical application of the golden rule? (Matt. 7:12) How do you like to be treated?
3. "Be. ye. kind one. to anothe.1" (Eph. 4:32) involves appreciation in the family. Appreciation is a quality of love from I Corinthians 13 that is kind and courteous.
4. The home should be a positive atmosphere where each member feels wanted and loved. Simply saying "thank you" is one of the most basic ways to practice appreciation in the home.
Point 2 - Strong Families Spend Time Together & Communicate Effectively
1. "Strong families genuinely enjoy being together and spend a good deal of time doing all kinds of things together...in all areas from eating meals, to recreation, to work."

2. There is no way we can fulfill God's commands to our children and to our husbands or wives without being together.

3. "...Research shows that strong families have very good communication patterns. They avoid communicating through rumor and talk directly. And they also show deep respect by listening very carefully...they keep their conflicts out in the open and talk them over until a solution is reached that is best for everybody." (Eph. 4:25-26,29; Eccl. 5:2) .
Note: Quotes are taken from Dr. Stinnet's report as reported by DADS ONLY
Point 3 - STRONG FAMILIES ARE COMMITTED TO EACH OTHER
1. "Strong families are deeply committed to promoting each other's happiness and welfare. They are also committed to the family group which is reflected in the amount of time and energy they invest there. When life gets too hectic, strong families sit down and eliminate some activities and involvements so that their family relationships and lives can be happier and more satisfying."

2. Once again we see God's plan is the best! Marriage is honorable (Heb. 13:4) and must be lifetime commitment (Matt.19:9).

3. The reverence a wife has for her husband (Eph. 5:33), love a husband has for his wife (Col. 3:19) and the honor children show to their parents (Eph. 6:1-2) reflect this type of family commitment.

Point 4 - STRONG FAMILIES HAVE A STRONG RELIGIOUS ORIENTATION
1. "Research for several decades has shown a positive correlation of religion to marriage happiness and successful family living...Their sense for God brings purpose and strength to their family and helps them be more patient, forgiving, positive, and supportive in their relationships."

2. Jesus said, "Seek ye first the kingdom of a God..." (Matt. 6:33). Paul wrote, "Set your affections on things above, not on things of the earth.”  Peter exhorted husbands to "be considerate as you live with your wives…so that nothing will hinder your prayers.” (I Pet 3:7). Yes, families who follow Biblical teaching will be stronger, happier and more successful in life.
Point 5 - STRONG FAMILIES DEAL WITH CRISES IN A POSITIVE WAY
1. "Crises confront every family and no one enjoys a strong families are able to respond to the problem in a constructive way—to see some positive element in even the darkest of Crises cause strong families to pull together..."

2. Christians follow the admonition of James 1:2-3: “My brethren count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience.”
3. Jay Adams says, "Christians admit their sins...know what to do about their sins...progress out of their sins."  Such an attitude helps the strong family deal with crises.
REACHING SOME CONCLUSIONS
1. Think of some specific ways in which we can show appreciation in our families.

2. What is the value in families spending time together?

3. What are some lessons you have learned about communication in this study?

4.
Discuss what it means to be committed to the family unit.  What are some ways in which we show this?

5.
What are the effects of uncorrected sin in the home?

Qualities of Strong and Healthy Families
(Dr. Joe Brumfield, 1996)
1. They have a spiritual foundation and lifestyle.
2. They admit their problems and search for help.
3. They regularly compliment and encourage each other.
4. They work at communicating and listening to each other, (communication is balanced, direct, and open)
5. They teach and share responsibility.
6.  They consciously sacrifice other good things to spend quality and quantity time together.
7. They have a firm parental coalition and clear family rules, (expectations are clear)
8.
They have quality family table time and conversation.
9.
They share adaptability and flexibility in family function.
10.
They value formal and informal family rituals and traditions.
11.
They demonstrate affection with other family members.
12.
They honor their older family members.     __ _   ___   __. __
13.
Every family member is valued, and their contributions are seen as essential.
14.
Physical and emotional security and support are provided for each member.
15.
They are hospitable and have surrounding rings of friends and relatives.
16.
Each family member has the ability to grow and change.
17. Each one has the ability to accept help when appropriate and the ability for self-help.
18. The family has the ability to use a crisis or hurtful experience as a means for growth.
19. The family has a clear commitment to unity, cooperation, and loyalty.
20. There is the ability to build and maintain relationships outside the family.
(adapted from Curran, 1983; Stinnet, 1979; Lewis, et al., 1976; Howard, 1978; Satir, 1972; Otto, 1975)
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IT MAKES THE HOME STRONGER.

Deut. 6:4-9
Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is one Lord: And thou
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thine heart, and with
all thy soul, and with all thy might. And these words, which
| command thee this day, shall be in thine heart: And thou
shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk
of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou
walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when

] thou risest up. And thou shalt bind them for a sign upon
i’ thine hand, and they shall be as frontlets between thine
‘l’! eyes. And thou shalt write them upon the posts of thy
i’! house, and on thy gates.
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